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THE ISTHMIAN CAPYHARA IN THE CANAL ZONE

Im Januery 1947, Mr, Henry Van Horn, river supervigor for the Santa Fosa Statien of
the Gorges Memorial Leboratory, shot a esapybara, Hydrochosrus isthmius Goldman, on
the eagt bank of the mid-basin of the Chagres River about one mile below Jusn Ming, Canal
fone. MNeither he, nor the other inhabitanta of the area, bad ever before séen an animal
like it, D, Herbert €, Clark, who has camped end hunted since 1909 on the headwaters
of the Chagres as well as on the middle Chegres ares has never seen or heard of an authentie
record of this snimal there. Thia record i3 thus the first for the species west of the Tuyra
TRiver in Ddarien {the type locality) eod the first for the species in the Canal Zone, The
single specimen collected was unfortunately eaten, but the skull was saved snd has been
deposited in the 17, 8. National Museum (Mo, 2823700, A second capybara was geen feeding
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in company with the one collected and has been observed at the same place subsequently.
The river bank here is overgrown with heavy emergent grasses, with a stand of tall bamboo
behind.

Whether the capybara has suceceded in extending its range up the Chucunague River
(the main weatern tributary of the Tuyra River) and across the divide to the Beyano drain-
age and hence £o the Chagres, or whether the individusls now appearing along the Chagres
River are escapes from some unknown eollestor iz uncertain.  In any event, the formation
of Gatun and Madden lakes, a= a conzequence of the construction of the Panama Canal,
has ereated numerous favorable habitats for the eapybara. The habitat in which they are
now being observed on the Chagres River is similar to that from which the species was
deseribed in Darien. The species is still thriving in the vieinity of the type locality near
El Resal de Banta Maria, Darien Provinee, a8 a group of almost a dozen was observed there
recently (March 1947} grazing with cattle along the bank of the Tuyra River.

Tor. Bemington Kellogr has kindly compared the skull of the Chagres River eapybara
with the type of Hydrochosrus isthmius Goldman and finds it slightly larger, but smaller
than specimens from northern Colombia and with less inflsted bullae.

We do not contemplate further efforts to collect the other individual seen, as might be
desirable for eomparative purposes, until it is evident that the speeies has become estab-
lished in this new locality —Harowo TRaroo, Gorgos Mesorial Laboratory, Apartado 1252,
Panamid, lepublica de Panamd.
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